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land and furnishing machinery, and made it impos-
sible to fulfill the contracts with the foreign wheat-
buying nations.

At the same time that the drive for collectiviza-
tion was going on in the villages, the government
was also making every effort to complete the five-
year plan in industry, which called for building
up the heavy industries, machinery to build
machinery, and perforce neglected the light indus-
tries which manufactured articles used by the
agrarian population. And so, in spite of the short-
age of foodstuffs which resulted, the government,
needing valuta in order to buy foreign-made
machinery and hire foreign engineers and experts,
confiscated from the peasants their grains and other
products for export and paid them with roubles
which were still worthless to them since the city
workers were still unable to supply the goods of
which the peasants were in such great need.

The peasants retaliated once more by raising on
the kolkhozi and on the individual farms only what
they needed for the kolkhozi members and for their
own families, with' no surplus for exportation. The
whole population of Russia was put on meager
rations.

Stalin, who is given credit even by his enemies